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President’s Corner                     

O 
ur 20th Anniversary Celebration on November 2nd - wow, what a wonderful meeting!  For those 
members who could not attend that day, before the actual Anniversary Celebration began, we were 
blessed with a very moving Remembrance Day presentation prepared by Ron Thornbury.  Founder 
Member Peter Josselyn added a personal touch with the reading of “In Flanders Fields” during the 

presentation. One of our newer members, Ron McKee finished off the presentation by playing the trumpet, as 
he did last year, the “Last Post” and “Reveille”, a very fitting end to our Remembrance presentation. 
 
     After the intermission, The Anniversary Celebration consisted of taking us through the 20 years of changes 
to our great Club.  It was narrated by Past President Dave Hutchison who added his own personal touch with a 
number of humorous additions.  Bob Boone, a Director and Secretary of Probus Canada brought congratula-
tions from our National President in addition to providing us with some National and District 3 news.   He 
also presented the Club with a nicely framed 20 Year Anniversary Certificate!  Now I just have to figure out 
who gets the pleasure of keeping it safe and sound! Along with Bob, we also had three distinguished guests, 
two presidents and one Immediate Past President from other Oakville Clubs who offered their congratulations.  

     We were very fortunate to have in attendance ten of the original 42 Charter Members, and eight of the 
remaining nine of the original 42 Founder Members.  Each was presented with a specially designed (by Ken 
Christie) name tag (See Page 5), and will be a constant reminder of our appreciation for their efforts 20 years 
ago.  
 
    There was one aspect of the celebration which I missed.  While our Past Presidents in attendance were 
asked to raise their hands by Dave Hutchison,  I had intended to ask them to stand as well to be better recog-
nized. To each of you, I offer my apology, and to all our Past Presidents, my sincere thanks for all you have 
contributed to our club, and the leadership you have shown during your presidency. 

John Williams 



 
Page  2 

November 2016 Issue The Newsletter                                                 November 2016 Issue   

Guest Speaker — It was US! 

Topic:  “20th Anniversary “ 

T 
he 2010-11 President, Dave Hutchison, narrated the presentation that highlighted the events over the 20 
years of our existence,  right from our formation to the present day. And just as a reminder, he illustrated what 
our organizations main purpose is….to be non-political,  non--sectarian, non-profit, non-fundraising, 
and be an autonomous club. 

     Our Club was sponsored by the         
ROTARY Club of Oakville and we 
received our Charter in November 
1996. There were 42 Charter Mem-
bers and 42 Founder Members; the 
latter group were granted Founder 
status at the February 1997 Club 
Meeting.   
 
     Gordon Mylet was our first Pres-
ident and he presided over the first 
meeting at St. Jude’s Anglican 
Church's Parish Hall, and, when 
our numbers rose to over 100, at the 
Knox Presbyterian Church hall; 
Dave then asked us to remember that 
it was there that the clatter of walk-
ing canes was deafening when the 
time to line-up for refreshments was 
at hand - those at the back of the line 
seldom got a chance to get one of 
TIM’s Timbits, hence the rush! 
Happy days!  
 
    Here are the names of both the 
Charter and Founder Members as 
presented to the November Anni-
versary Meeting:  
 
    As we all recognise, things have 
greatly changed in the Club over the 
past 20 years, and Dave proceeded to 

review some of the major changes 
that have occurred. He first re-
viewed how the membership num-
bers have changed over the years, 
and commented that the changes 
shown (in five year segments) have 
been due to attrition, a common fea-
ture  among PROBUS clubs. Here 
is a graph showing the changes…. 
 
He pointed out that the average at-

tendance at Monthly Meetings over 
the 20 years was 53%  irrespective of 
the total Membership Number. 
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      Dave then reviewed what we presently 
enjoy, and then showed the various activities 
and events that we enjoy and the great varie-

ty of sectors from which we draw our excel-
lent Guest Speakers. 

    Special mention was made of our longest 
running clubs, namely, the Bridge Club and 
the Pool Club. The first named was started 
in 2000 by Gordon Mylet in 1997 and con-
tinued coordinating it until 2000 when Kim 
Shikaze took over, and who STILL carries 
on this role...ably aided and abetted by his 
wife Shirley, we might add!  Dave asked that 
Kim acknowledge the thanks of the Club for 
his fine efforts. 
 
    Unfortunately, the initiator of the Pool 
Club, Hugh Grant, could not attend this 
Anniversary Meeting due to health reasons, 
nor carry on his coordinating role of the Pool 
Club, but Dave thanked him, in absentia, for 
his tremendous contribution to our PROBUS 
Club; Colin Thompson has assumed the 
mantle of coordinator. 
  
     In 2104, Bill Titgemeyer, canvassed the 
Members to ascertain what other activities 
they would like to see introduced into the 
Club. Many activities were expressed but, 
alas, there were few takers to assume the 
role of leading them. However, two did 

emerge and are going strongly, and these are 
the Dinner Club and the Investment Club. 
Bill, since its inception, coordinated this 
merry group of repasters, but has now hand-
ed the ‘soup ladle’ over to Hugo Kamerling, 
who not only assumes this role, but also that 
of coordinator of Club Activities . 
     
    The Investment Club also started in 2013 
with John Vipond & Craig Barnard at the 
helm, and it, too, is going strongly. Craig has 
since passed on his co-Chair role to Bren-
dan Barnet. 
 
    This year will see the third consecutive 
year in which members are invited to submit 
photograph entries for competition. The win-
ners of the previous years were shown and it 
hoped that this year’s entries have the same 
quality as that of those winners.  
 
    Our main event of the Club’s Year is that 
of the President’s (Presidents’) Luncheon. 
As Dave noted, this was formerly the 
“President’s Dinner”, and held as an even-
ing ‘do’, but for logical reasons, it was later  
made a day event. The thrust of the luncheon 
is to have a good speaker, and this year he 
was! Ted Barris kept everyone enthralled as 
he recounted the preparation for the battle at 
Vimy Ridge; celebration of 100 Years since 
the battle at Vimy Ridge is taking place this 
year and was a battle for which Canada is so 
renowned. 
 
     We were now taken back to how we, as 
individuals have changed, especially in our 
attire at Club Meetings! Here are the images 
he used to illustrate his point, after which he 
posed the question…”Was this such a good 
thing?” Apparently, the jury is still out on 
this. 

 

    Not only in ’Attire’ has our Club changed, 
but what have we now that we did not have 
in 1996? 
 
    We were now led though the ‘things’ that 
were not available to us then, but are now 
accepted as if there were always there! Of 
course, we are talking about the advance in 
the development and use of electronics in 
our daily lives and in Communications with-
in our Club. 
 
     Where formerly we ’got the message out’ 
via type-written vehicles, used ‘snail-
mail’ ,etc. we can now can do this faster, 
with fewer errors, by using the electronic 
tools that are now available. 
 
    We now have a club webpage that pro-
vides both members and other interested 
parties with information on our club. Web-
masters were, firstly Mel Edlindson, fol-
lowed by St. John Blakeley, and currently 
Ken Christie. Also, we are now capable of 
providing members with presentations of 
both information and amusement at Club 
Meetings. This comes under the collective 
heading of Audio-Visual; our first and cur-
rent Chair for this is Ron Thornbury. 
 
   Every successful club, in fact, any organi-
zation relies on its volunteers, and we are no 
exception. Here are ‘the guys Behind the 
Scenes’!  They work quietly(?) and really 
help the club function smoothly. Over the 
years, when we first enter the monthly meet-
ing place, we are greeted by the badge 
hander-outers, then the Membership Chair 
and his aides, the Special Events organizers. 
Next and final group are the ‘ones that 
promise so much but give so little’  - the 
50/50 Draw guys! As noted earlier, the suc-
cessful selection of the Guest Speaker is of 
paramount importance and we have, over the 
years, been blessed with Chairs that have 
provided us with excellent speakers. Our 
immediate past chair, Garth Gisel, and his 
aides have carried out this responsibility 
with great enthusiasm and affect over the 
past four years. To all ‘BTSers’, our grateful 
thanks. 
 
   And what our meetings be without hu-
mour! Don Parsons from 1997—2008 was 
our resident ‘Jokester’ This role has now 
been assumed by Tony Last. Here are an-
other couple of Don’s gems taken from past 
Newsletters:  

15

Authors

Business 
Sector

Service     
Sector

Canadian 

Armed Forces

The Arts

Current Affairs

16

…today 33
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Positive Outlook 
 

“I’ve sure gotten old! I’ve had two 
bypass surgeries, a hip replacement 
and new knees Fought prostrate can-
cer and diabetes. I’m half blind, 
can’t hear anything quieter than a jet 
engine, take 40 different medications 
that make me dizzy, winded, and sub-
ject to blackouts. Have bouts of de-
mentia. Have poor circulation; hard-

ly feel my hands and feet anymore. I 
can’t remember if I’m 85 or 92 and 
have lost all of my friends.  
  
But, thank God, I still have my driv-
er’s license!” 
 

********** 
 
 
 

              Senility Prayer  
 
Grant me the senility to forget the 
 people I never liked,  
 
The good fortune to run into the ones 
 I do,  
 
      And the eyesight to tell the  
 difference!  
  

Don Parsons—2007 Newsletter 

    Dave then invited current 
‘Jokester’, Tony Last to give us two 
of his gems, which he did to much 
laughter! Here’s one of those he pre-
sented:. 
 

Please keep Leroy in Your Prayers 
 

 A preacher said, “Anyone with spe-
cial needs who wants to be prayed 
over, please come forward to the 
front of the altar.” 
 

With that, Leroy got in line, and 
when it was his turn, the Preacher 
asked…. 
“Leroy, what do you want me to pray 
about for you.? 
 
Leroy replied, “Preacher, I need you 
to pray for help with my hearing.” 
 
The preacher put one finger of one 
hand in Leroy's ear, placed his other 
hand on top of Leroy’s head, and 
then prayed and prayed and prayed. 

He prayed a blue streak for Leroy, 
and the whole congregation joined in 
with great enthusiasm.   
 
After a few minutes, the preacher 
removed his hands, stood back and 
asked, “Leroy, how is your hearing 
now.” 
 
Leroy answered, “I don’t know.                     
It isn't ’til next week.!”  

    At this point in his Celebra-
tory Address, Dave reminded 
Members that our Club sur-
vives and thrives due one rea-
son...US!  He said that “By 
participating in club events, 
volunteering, attending meet-
ings, introducing guests, 
sponsoring new members, 
and allowing your name to be 
put forward for positions on 
the Management Committee, 

you have continued to make 
our Club grow and prosper.” 
He then asked Members to 
turn to members on either 
side and congratulate each 
other on a ‘job well done.’ 

     Without Leadership, no organization can 
survive, and we were fortunate to have, over the 
20 years, leaders who have turned our aspira-
tions into reality and led us through the changes 
that we faced, and continue to face, as a club. 
 
  At this point, Dave presented the list of Presi-
dent’s since  1996, and closed his address and 
turned the microphone over to current President, 
John Williams for the remainder of the Celebra-
tions. 
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J 
ohn Williams now pro-
ceeded to explain how 
the 20th Anniversary 
would be recognized for 

those that were Charter and 
Founder Members. This 
recognition is in the form of a 
one-time only Club Badge 
(See Pearce Bunting’s 
Founder Member Badge).   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     

      However, this was not the end ...there was a 
cake to be cut and eaten, with coffee, tea, or the 
Oakville Club’s bar for those who wished to have 
an alternative form of liquid refreshment!  

  Distinguished Guests 
 

We had the pleasure of distinguished guests, namely Robert 
Boone,  a Director and Secretary of PROBUS Canada, and 
three guests from other Oakville Clubs... Stewart Bryan, 
President and Immediate Past President. Robin Davis from 
the PROBUS Club of Oakville, and  Ernst Wehrli, Presi-
dent of The Combined PROBUS Club of North Oakville. 
 
    Each President addressed the Meeting and carried greetings 
from their clubs and congratulated us on our 20th Anniversary. 

Prior to the Celebratory Address,  John invited both Char-
ter and Founder Members to step forward for a group pho-
tograph to commemorate the event. 

Stewart Bryan Ernst Wehrli 

    Here we see Bob Boone, in his traditional 
‘certificate-giving-attire’, after presenting  Presi-
dent John Williams with the PROBUS Canada 
“Certificate of Congratulations” on our celebra-
tion of our 20th Anniversary! 
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Guest Bob Meadows (Right) 
with Sponsor Alf Allen 

Guest Tom Herlihy (Right) 
with Sponsor Curt Allen 

Guest Bob Brown (Left) with 
Sponsor John McLaren 

We extend a warm welcome to our guests and hope that they so enjoyed their visit that they will become  
Members in the near future. 

Last month a guest, now a member.  
David Underwood seen here being pinned by 
President John Williams. Sponsor John 
McLaren (Right) 

Last month a guest, now a member.  
Ross Hutchison seen here being pinned 
by President John Williams. Sponsor 
Richard Birkett (Right) 

     It is with regret that we have to announce the passing of  Michael (Mike) Colls. Mike              
joined us in 2013 and was sponsored by Fred Reid. We express our sincere condolences to  
his family. 
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INVESTMENT 
CLUB   

Meet:                                         
 

Third Monday                  
each month 

Time :                              
 

2:00 p.m. 

Location:                    
 

The Oakville Club 

Contacts:   
                              

John Vipond and 
Brendan Barnet 

POOL CLUB EVERY Tuesday 12 Noon 
Monaghan’s Sports 

Bar & Grill  
Colin                        

Thompson 

DINNER CLUB 

Normally                           
Third Wednesday each 

month 
 

THURSDAY  Nov. 17th  

6:30 p.m. 

Varied                      
locations 

(Dependent on Host) 
 

Piatto Restaurant   
Mississauga 

 Hosts:     
               

Hugo  &  Jacobijn 
Kamerling 

Chair: Hugo Kamerling 

Chair:    John Butler 
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Contact : John Butler    905-842-1911    or at     jcbutler01@sympatico.ca 

Month Event Type Where Day Time Bus Cost 

 Oct.  
 President’s  
Luncheon 

 Luncheon 

Burlington 
Conference               

Centre 
  

Wed. 
Oct. 
19th 

  

Reception 
11:30—12:15 

Cash Bar 
11:30—1:00 

Lunch  & 
Programme 
12:15—3:00  

NO 
BUS 

  

$45 per person 
  

Nov. Tour TOYOTA Cambridge 
Thurs. 
Nov. 
24th 

 11:15 a.m. at                         
Oakville 

Place                        
-Back lot -  

BUS 

$20  
Stop at the                    

Cambridge Mill               
restaurant on the way 

for a Turkey Lunch 
with all the trimmings 

-$26 
(Meal price includes 
HST and Gratuities) 

Dec. 
Xmas 

Luncheon 
Luncheon Oakville Club Wed. 

AFTER 
MONTHLY 
MEETING 

N/A 

$35 
 

 Roasted pork 
 * Salads &                

Vegetables 
 Cookies & 

Squares 
 Tea & Coffee 

 RAFFLE  

mailto:jcbutler01@sympatico.ca
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22

EVERY 
TUESDAY 

AT 12 NOON

23

Two patients limp into two different medical clinics with the same complaint? 
 
Both have trouble walking and appear to require a hip replacement. 
  

The FIRST patient is examined within the hour, is x-rayed the same day and 
has a time booked for surgery the following week. 
  

The SECOND sees his family doctor after waiting 3 weeks for an appoint-
ment, then waits 8 weeks to see a specialist, then gets an x-ray, which isn't 
reviewed for another week and finally has his surgery scheduled for 6 
months from then. 

Why the different treatment 
for the two patients? 

The FIRST is a Golden Retriever the 
SECOND is a Senior Citizen!  
 
Next time take me to a VET! 

Answer 

Contributor: Dick Whitting-
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Future Guest Speakers Wayne Blackburn 

A s soon as you hear of  the passing of a Club Member, or a Member that is ill, 
please advise Membership Chair Curt Allen and Vice-President, Gord Stovel,               
ASAP so that they can, in turn, advise the Membership. 

2

Meeting      Speaker Topic

Dec. 7th Carole Bertuzzi Luciani TBA

2017

Jan. 4th

George Chisholm

President Oakville Historical 
Society

Overview of Oakville’s 

History

Feb. 1st

Debra Garry & Director

Oakville & Milton Humane
Society

Role of Humane Society             

and Changes in Law

Mar. 1st

Elaine Charal

Handwriting Analyst

Humorous Approaches to 

handwriting and Personality 

Analysis

Apr. 5th

Kelly Walker

Speaker, Writer, Composer, etc!
Life Affirming Principles


